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Oct. 9, 2001
Contact: Institute for Medicine and Humanities, (406) 329-5661.
CONFERENCE EXAMINES ROLE OF MEDIA ON HEALTH CARE
M ISSOULAThe fall Institute for Medicine and Humanities conference will explore the impact of media
on health care. "Mixed Messages: Medicine, the Media and Your Health" will be held Thursday
and Friday, Nov. 1-2, at The University of Montana and the Missoula Children’s Theatre Center
for the Performing Arts.
The conference will bring together media personalities and pundits to consider the
complex but important roles media play in regards to heath care. Local experts such as Mike
Mclnally and Ginny Merriam of the Missoulian and Jill Valley and Greg Shieferstein of KP AXTV will provide newspaper and TV-news viewpoints. Noted guest speakers from around the
country also will examine the powerful influence of entertainment TV.
Highlights of the conference will include a keynote address by nationally acclaimed
humorist Joni Rodgers, who will share her encounter with a life-threatening illness, and an
evening of theater focusing on physicians in classic plays of Moliere, George Bernard Shaw and
Margaret Edson. The plays will be presented by UM’s drama department.
For more information or to register, call IMH at (406) 329-5661.
IMH is a joint program of Missoula’s St. Patrick Hospital and Health Sciences Center and
UM. IMH fosters the human dimensions of health care by working at the interface of humanities
and medicine. Established in 1987, IMH promotes positive healing environments for patients and
health care providers by bringing the community together with scholars and health care
professionals to shed light on the way we care for our sick.
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